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The article depicts the development of the Kurdish issue in Syria and its prospects in post-war period. There
are two stages of development of the Kurdish issue in Syria: 1946—2011 — focused policy of the government to as-
similate or deport Kurds from Syria; 2011 — up to the current moment — acquisition of political and military clout,
strive for broad Kurdish autonomy. Despite the fact that the Kurdish minority was under political and economic
pressure during the times of Hafez Assad and his son Basher Assad with the beginning of the civil war in Syria
the Kurds preferred not to take part in the conflict between the opposition and government forces and started to
develop the autonomous rule. The rise of the so called Islamic State and harsh siege of Syrian town Kobane made
Kurds take part in a struggle against spreading terrorism and defend their lands. Kurdish military achievements
in Kobane and Tel-Abyad resulted in their becoming one of the leading actors in the war against terrorism in the
region and Syria. The Kurdish military effectiveness led to the necessity for several regional and world powers to
take into consideration the Kurdish presence (Turkey) or to build military ties with them (Russia and the US).
All that has presumably raised prospects of maintenance and development of the Kurdish autonomy in post-war
Syria. But the future of autonomy looks bleak due to the unstable regional balance, Turkish position, and depen-
dence on military aid from the leading countries and interests of regional and world powers
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